
Saint Matthias 
 

On Friday, last week we had the Feast of Saint Matthias. He was the 
one chosen to replace Judas Iscariot as an Apostle. 
 
The idea of choosing a replacement is an important one. The first 
Christians wanted to make sure that there will be someone to carry on 
the task of being one of the leaders of the Church and to spread the 
Good News. 
 
In every age we need leaders. Some people are just naturally 
charismatic and ooze with the qualities of leadership. They have an 
important part to play in any society and particularly within the Church. 
We pray that we will always be blessed with such people. We can 
come across examples of such giftedness in every community and in 
every parish. 
 
There is also a need to make sure that there is a continuity in the 
Church’s leadership and mission and so people are selected to carry 
out this role. It is wonderful if they have charisma, but it is interesting 
that when they choose Matthias we are not told what he was like.  
 

The only requirement was that he had been with them since the beginning – in other words that he had heard and 
understood the full message. As we choose those whom we call bishops they may well be shining leaders, but the 
most important thing is that they know the Gospel and are faithful to it.  
 
The story of Matthias is about continuing the work of the Church. Each generation is called upon to pray for God’s 
help in the appointment of new successors of the Apostles and for the right person to carry out the special ministry 
of Peter.  
 
We note that in the story in Acts the community prayed and then drew lots. It seems a bit strange relying on 
chance though we can only assume they believed that God would cause the lot to fall in favour of the best 
candidate. We might be more cautious in our selection process and we know that in the case of choosing a new 
Pope there is an election. Still we pray that God will use the insights of those making the choices and the 
uncertainties of possible outcomes to influence the right choices.  
 
It is important to pray not only when a Pope or Bishop is being chosen but to keep on praying for them. We ask 
the Lord to help them be true and faithful shepherds; we ask that they may be wise and kind.  
 

 
 

O Lord, who for the feeding of your flock 
have set your servants over it 
as successors to the Apostles, 

grant them, we pray, 
a spirit of counsel and fortitude, 
a spirit of knowledge and piety, 

so that, by faithfully governing the people entrusted to them, 
they may build up in the world the sacrament of the Church. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 


